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1. (C) PURPOSE: To inform the Chief of Staff of the results of an inquiry into the 
extent of damage suffered by the village of Snuol, Cambodia and the veracity of news 
accounts alleging looting by US troops in that village. l 


2. (C) BACKGROUND: a. On 5 May 1970, the Deputy Chief of Staff, LIFFV, directed 
the IG of that command to conduct an inquiry to determine the extent of damage in the 
village of Snuol, Cambodia and the disposition of certain French and Cambodian civi- 


liaas, On 8 May 1970 the inquiry was expanded to include alleged looting of the 
village by US troops (BLUE TAB A). 


b. The inquiry was conducted during the period 6 - 23 May 1970 and a copy of the 
report was forwarded to this headquarters for information on 6 June 1970 (RED TAB A). 


Ce On 2 June 1970, DA (TIG), informed MACV that local news media were alleging 
that US troops had looted the town of Snuol and that Congressional interest had re- 
sulted in a query to the SECDEF for information about the alleged incident. DA (TIG) 


requested information be provided by electrical transmission as soon as possible (RED 
TAB B). 


d. On 6 June 1970, MACV IG provided DA (TIG) with a general summary of the find- 
ings of the LIFFV inquiry concerning alleged looting in Snuol, Cambodia (RED TAB C). 


3. (C) DISCUSSION: a. The inquiry was concerned with facts and circumstances 
associated with combat operations in and around Snuol, Cambodia, on or about 5 May 
1970 and concluded that: l l ' i 


(&) Most of the damage to the village was caused by aerial high explosive and 
napalm bombs from an airstrike directed on the village to assist in the reduction 
of hostile forces firing on the 2d Squadron, llth Armored Cavalry Regiment. Some 
of the damage was caused by direct fire of tank weapons and small arms and some of 
the buildings on the southern outskirts of the town had been destroyed prior to the 
arrival of US forces. l 


(2) Combat occurred in Snuol because: 


(a) NVA/VC forces planned, prepared, and executed a defense of the village and 
its vicinity. i 


(b) The Commander, 2d Squadron, llth ACR, although instructed by BG Shoemaker 
ADC, lst Cavalry Division) not to allow minor resistance to force damage in Snuol, 
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felt that the main emphasis of his orders was to cut the routes into and out of 
The squadron commander anticipated 


Snuol within a limited period of time (48 hours). 
an enemy ambush on the major avenue of approach to the village (Route 7) and, there- 


fore, approached the built up area from the south, about 1500 meters east of Route 7. 
He had planned to bypass the village on the west side, however, enemy action blocked 
this maneuver and he moved directly on the town in an attempt to eliminate enemy 


forces entrenched there. 

(3) About 50% of the structures in Snuol were destroyed or damaged. The damage 
was mainly around the market place on the north, east, and south. In addition, 
eleven bodies presumed to be civilians, were found. 

(4) The entrance into, and the destruction of a portion of, the village of Snuol 
was not necessary to the accomplishment of the mission assigned to the 2d Squadron, 
llth ACR. 

(5) Very few noncombatants were present in Snuol at the time of the action. 


ng looting by US troops in Snuol were exaggerated. 
(small tractor) used by ~ 


(6) The news accounts concerni 
The motor scooter has 


Soft drinks and a motor scooter were taken, and a back hoe 
NVA/VC was still in the hands of the 2d Squadron, “llth ACR. 
been returned to Snuol. Pilferage of other items was attempted but was stopped by 
junior leaders. Allegations of looting of beer, mirrors, suitcases, shoes, clocks, 
flashlight batteries, thermos coolers, and "wads" of Cambodian currency were not 

f burning of sheds after cessation of combat nor of 


substantiated. No evidence o 
forceful entry of buildings was found. 


b. The report of inquiry recommended that: 
(1) The Commanding Officer, llth Armored Cavalry Regiment, be directed to deter- 
méne the rightful owner ôf the back hoe and accomplish its return. 

(2) The report of inquiry be approved and the inquiry closed. 
inquiry be funnished CG, USARV, CG, lst Cavalry 


(3) Information copies of this 
Division, and CO, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 
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2d Squadron, 11th ACR, (RED TAB A - 
nd evacuated, 


C. The testimony of the Comma 
RED MARKER) established that certa 


d. The report of inquiry did not recommend disciplinary act 


person or persons. 
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4. RECOMMENDATIONS: It is recommended that: 
a. That the Chief of Staff note the above and the Report of Inquiry at RED 


TAB A. 
That the Report of Inquiry be provided the USARV G3 and G5 for information 


b. 
and any action deemed appropriate. 
c. After review by the USARV G3 and G5 the report be returned to this office 
for file. 
LIST OF TABS a 
RED TAB A - Report of Inquiry Colonel, I 
RED TAB B - Message to MACV from Inspector General 


DA (TIG) 


RED TAB C - Message to DA (TIG) 
from MACV IG 
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1. This isa cision paper. 
PROSLEM: To determine any further action required on the Report of Investigation 


2. 
Cambodia. 


concerning Snuol, 


3, FACIS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM: 


th Armored Cavalry Regiment, had the mission 


On 5 Vay 1970, the 2d Squadron, 11 
ombat operations in and around Snuol, 


Be 
of securing the city of Snuol, Cambodia. During ¢ 
approximately half of the village was destroyed and there were reports of Looting and 


pillage by American soldiers. 

b, There exists inconsistency as to the exact mission of the 2d Squadron concern- 
ing Snuol. Colonel Starry and Lieutenant Colonel Brookshire both state that the miss- 
ion was to secure routes in and out of Snuol. LTC Brookshire refers to a decision 
between himself and COL Starry about going into Snuol, COL Starry states that he and 
LTC Brookshire decided that it was pest to bypass the village. LTC Brookshire 

for tactical reasons. i ; Eee T 


nevertheless went into the village 
ce Most of the witnesses questioned stated that they receivedfire from the vill- 
age and in order to protect ‘themselves, it was necessary, to fire upon the village and 
call in aerial strikes against: Snucl. 2 3 ars, 2 k a S T 
; y RET MOE aga “a = “ee oF x 


orte ‘substantiate the: testi th 


AVDATA CO N FID 2 


RY ems j 
THENE 
SUSJECT: Revort of Inquiry Concerns z i 
be The Investigating Offi car CONCluged ar a 

Snuol was caused by aerial bombardment, “Ase a : a 
was reported that snemy forces were Using the wail $ tc E wa hi 
orces, Additional damage was caused by American ae - fe, Setioe 
attempt to protect themselves and to advance towarg Bees pan staid 
we supports the findings of the Investigating tree lll 
N elements were in Snuol and that the village — 
rai een Village was 


i me firea unon Caw 
o Vlolaticn of the le 
the Geneya Conventions., is 


ea) 
S of Qneacogmant 
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ing of soft drinks that t 
were taken is in contravention to MAGY Directive 20-4, 
additional looting are not substantiated, The evidence does show that Aneri- 
can troops did attempt to loot some shops but were turned hack by bicher 
authorities.. It does appear that there was very little success in these 
looting attempts, 
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS: 


a That this Report of Investigation be accented, 


be That Skytroopers of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) be given 
specific informati-n on proper behavior in such Situations as this through a 
such channels as Troop Information topics, The First Team Academy instruction, a 
etc. o 


Ce That this investigation be maintained on file at the Office of 
the Division IG, oa 


© Acting Staff Judge Advocate. 
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UNIT: 2d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
2. LOCATION: Snoul, Cambodia 
ROI conducted 6-23 May i970 


3e DATE: 5 May 1970. 
This inquiry was concerned with the facts ahd circum- 


4. ALLEGATION/PURPOSE: 
orice mg with combat operations in and around Snoul, Cambodia on or 
wE y 1970; to include, ancinquiry as to how and why damage to this 
Bren i A ae feed in view of orders to avoid the village, andinquiry to as- 
n e extent of damage within Snoul, and an inquiry into the veracity and 


accuracy of the news accounts of looting by troops in Snoul 
News accounts appearing in "The Vietnamese Guardian" on 8 May 1970 


5. SOURCE: 
and “Time Magazine" on 18 May 1970¢ 


6. FINDINGS: 
Most of the damage to the village was caused by aerial high explosive 


ae 
and napalm bombs. 
be Combat occurred in Snoul because: 
(1) NVA/VC forces planned, prepared and executed a defense of the 
village and its vicinity. 
(2). The CO 11th ACR felt the main emphasis of his orders was to cut 
the routes into and out of Snoul within a short period of time. 
c. About 50% of the structures in Snoul were destroyed or damaged. 
f a portion of the village was unnec- 
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